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WHAT THE EU CAN DO

Covers all companies

Support mechanisms for 
SMEs

Mandatory annual
implementation reports

Disclosure of production, 
processing and
manufacturing sites

Participation of workers

Covers purchasing practices

Information on the 
production process: 
working conditions, 
factory location

Information on envi-
ronmental impact: 
recyclability, chemi-
cals, carbon footprint…

BIG SOLUTIONS
EU CIVIL SOCIETY PROPOSES:
THE SHADOW EUROPEAN STRATEGY 
FOR  SUSTAINBLE TEXTILE,
GARMENTS, LEATHER & FOOTWEAR 

MANDATORY HUMAN RIGHTS
DUE DILIGENCE FOR TEXTILES1.

LEGALLY BINDING REQUIREMENTS
FOR SUSTAINABLE DESIGN2.

TRANSPARENCY AND TRACEABILITY
ARE ESSENTIAL3.



EUR 8.6 billion 
spent on public sector textile and workwear 
procurement across the EU. 

NO SHORT
NOTICE
CANCELLATIONS

NO LATE
PAYMENTS

PRICING MUST 
ALLOW PAYMENT 
OF LIVING WAGES

PUBLIC
PROCUREMENT4.

LEGISLATION ON UNFAIR TRADING PRACTICES IN 
THE TEXTILE SECTOR5.

Pilot scheme for mandatory green
and fair public procurement

A QUANTITATIVE TARGET FOR TEXTILE
WASTE REDUCTION

TEXTILE
WASTE

6.
Coupled with
A commitment to high-quality,
textile to-textile recycling

PROMOTING INNOVATIVE CIRCULAR
BUSINESS MODELS7.

Expand the re-use of textiles 
By supporting social enterprises
And re-use operators

Promote durable, high quality, 
Stable and long term business
Relationships



GSP MECHANISM:
Strengthened 
social and
environmental
conditions

HOW

EU COOPERATION WITH GOVERNMENTS IN
PRODUCER COUNTRIES: STRENGTHEN LABOUR 
LAWS AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

8.

TRADE POLICY:
USE THE EU’S LEVERAGE TO PROMOTE
SUSTAINABILITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS

9.

Linking higher 
standards to
incentives and 
market access

Locally-specific
solutions

Strengthening 
the bargaining 
power of workers 
and farmers

Focus on
multi-stakeholder 
solutions

INTERNATIONAL 
AGREEMENTS:
Enforceable trade
and sustainable
development chapters

The Civil Society Shadow European Strategy for Sustainable Textile,
Garments, Leather and Footwear is a joint initiative of:
 
Abiti Puliti, achACT, AERESS, Association 4D, Circular Economy - VšĮ Žiedinė ekonomika, Clean Clothes Campaign Europe, 
Clean Clothes Campaign international, Confederação Portuguesa das Associações de Defesa do Ambiente (CPADA), 
Cooperativa Sociale Insieme, ECOS, EEB, Emmaus Europe, ENS, Europe and We, FAIR, Fairtrade Germany, Fairtrade 
International, Fairtrade Max Havelaar France, Fairtrade Foundation, Fairtrade Polska, Fashion Revolution, FEMNET e.V., 
FOCSIV, Forum Fairer Handel, France Nature Environnement, Frauenwerk der Nordkirche, Friends of the Earth Europe, 
FTAO, Gender Alliance for Development Centre (GADC), Humusz Szövetség, INKOTA-Netzwerk, Institute for 
Sustainable Development Foundation, Institute of Circular Economy, Irish Environmental Network, Lithuanian NGDO 
Platform, Netwerk Bewust Varbruikein, ÖKOBÜRO, OXFAM Intermón, Oxfam MdM, Plastic Soup Foundation, 
Plataforma Portuguesa das ONGD, Polish Zero Waste Association, Pravicna-Trgovina, RepaNet, RREUSE, SDG Watch 
Austria, Sredina – Association of Citizens, SÜDWIND-Institut, The Circle, Traidcraft Exchange, Transparency Germany, 
Transparency International Deutschland, Umweltdachverband, VerbraucherService Bundesverband, Voice Ireland, 
WIRD, Weltladen-Dachverband, Women Engage for a Common Future, Women Engage for a Common Future France, 
Wontanara o.p.s., World Fair Trade Organization - Europe, World Fair Trade Organization, World Vision Ireland, World Vision 
Romania, Zaļā brīvība (Green Liberty), Zero Waste Europe, Zero Waste France, and others.
 
Read the full text of the Shadow Strategy at: www.fairtrade-advocacy.org/our-work/eu-policies/Textile
 


