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EMMAUS EUROPE 
 
 

Minutes of the Regional Assembly of Emmaus Europe (RAEE) 
16-18 October 2009 – Brussels, Belgium 

 
 
Moderator: Yves Dosimont, leader at La Poudrière (Brussels). 
 

Guest participants: Louis Michel, Jacques Barrot and Emmanuel Courcol.  
 
 

 
FRIDAY 16 OCTOBER 2009 MORNING SESSION 

 
 

EMMAUS EUROPE AT THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS BY JEAN-C LAUDE THOMAS  
Member of staff of the DG Communication at the European Parliament 
 

I/ General presentation of the European institutions by Jean-Claude Thomas (European Parliament DG Communication). 
II/ Question / answer session between Jean-Claude Thomas and the European Emmaus groups. 
III/ Visit to the parliament chamber. 
See Appendix 1 
 
Round table with: 
The MEPs Niccolo Rinaldi (Italian, vice-president of the group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe - ALDE) and Karima Delli 
(French, member of The Greens).  
The parliamentary assistants Sophie Flores, MEP Harlem Désir’s parliamentary assistant (French, Party of European Socialists- PES) and Lucie 
Barreira, MEP Sylvie Guillaume’s parliamentary assistant (French, Party of European Socialists - PES). 
In the presence of Jean Rousseau, the president of Emmaus International, and Julio de La Granja, the president of Emmaus Europe. 
Moderator: Alain Capmas, member of the Regional Executive of Emmaus Europe. 
See Appendix 2 
Speech made by Jacques Barrot 
See Appendix 3 
Motions 
See Appendix 4 
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FRIDAY 16 OCTOBER 2009 AFTERNOON SESSION 

 
 

POINT ON THE 
AGENDA 

 
 DEBATE  

 
DECISIONS 

 
 

3pm: Opening session of 
the Regional Assembly 

 
Speech by Julio de La 
Granja, President of 

Emmaus Europe 

 
Julio de La Granja welcomed the members of the Regional Assembly and 
introduced the staff and interns from the Emmaus Europe Secretariat.  
He then took the time to remember Abbé Pierre.  
He also paid tribute to Franco Bettoli, the former president of EI who 
passed away in 2008, Charlie Jordan, the Emmaus International councillor 
for the Europe Region, Albert, a companion from Bougival, and Rogelio 
Urquiza from Argentina, all three of whom passed away recently.  
Julio de La Granja introduced Yves Dosimont, the meeting moderator. 
 
The members of the Regional Executive introduced themselves: Willi Does 
(secretary), Vincent Gall (treasurer), Alain Capmas and Xavier 
Vandromme (members of the executive). 
 

 
 

 
Speech by Jean 

Rousseau, President of 
Emmaus International 

 

 
The America and Asia regions have already held their assemblies this year 
and the Africa region assembly will meet in November. The Assembly of 
Emmaus Europe will be a sign for the other regions. The region’s difficult 
beginnings are now just a bad memory; with this being borne out by the 
excellent attendance at this meeting and the achievements over the past two 
years. The region has achieved all of its objectives.  
There are two future directions that Emmaus can take:  

- Encourage the movement to work well. 
- Internal solidarity: enable groups to meet, enable them to carry out 

exchanges and get to know each other. The training courses that 
have been run are the first phase of what should be a large-scale 
process to encourage the development of the groups.  

One of Emmaus’ stated missions is to monitor how migrants are being 
received and flag up the issue of housing. Emmaus could be more insistent 
when lobbying the European Parliament so that its voice is heard.  
 

 
 
 

 
Presentation of the 

European 

 
Using a group photo as a visual aid, the members of the Board of Emmaus 
Europe are introduced to the assembly. When it is complete, the Board 
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administrators consists of: 
- The 12 councillors of Emmaus International. 
- The 16 national delegates. 
- The four World Council on Political Action and International 

Solidarity members. 
- The four World Council on Training and New Generations 

members. 
Jean Rousseau then paid a glowing tribute to Charlie Jordan, a councillor 
of Emmaus International and member of the Emmaus Europe regional 
council, who passed away on 15 September 2009. 
 

 
Approval of the agenda 

 

 
He proposed adding two intermediary points to the agenda:  

- Feedback on the European Parliament discussion (Saturday 
morning). 

- Presentation of the logo being proposed by Emmaus International 
for the Europe Region (Sunday morning). 
 

 
The modified agenda was unanimously approved. 
 
 
 

 
Approval of the minutes 

of the August 2007 
Strasbourg Regional 
Assembly of Emmaus 

Europe 

 
The minutes of the August 2007 Strasbourg Regional Assembly of 
Emmaus Europe were submitted for approval. 

 
Approval of the August 2007 Strasbourg Regional Assembly 
minutes:  
Adopted:  
FOR: 128 
ABSTENTIONS: 2 
AGAINST: 0 
Total: 130 voters 

 
Adoption of the 

president’s report for 
the 2008-2009 period 

 

 
The president’s report for the 2008-2009 period was submitted for 
approval. 

 
Adoption of the president’s report for the 2008-2009 period:  
Adopted:  
FOR: 126 
ABSTENTIONS: 2 
AGAINST: 0 
 

 
Adoption of the 2008-
2009 activity report 

 

 
Julio de La Granja gave a broad overview of the work carried out since the 
August 2007 regional assembly and particularly highlighted the training 
courses, the development of communications resources, such as the 
website and the French Presidency of the EU newsletter, and the 
organisation of work camps for young people and companions. 
 

 
Adoption of the 2008-2009 activity report:  
Adopted: 
FOR: 129 
ABSTENTIONS: 0 
AGAINST: 0 
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Graziano Zoni (Emmaus Italy), a member of the World Council on 
Political Action and International Solidarity (WCPAIS) for the region, read 
out a summary of the council’s work over the past two years and thanked 
all the groups that have taken part in the annual solidarity sale and have 
supported the joint and priority programmes. 
 
The European Members of the World Council on Training and New 
Generations (WCTNG) introduced themselves: Carina Aaltonen 
(Emmaus Åland, Finland), Françoise Clausse (Emmaüs France), 
Thierry Muniglia (Emmaüs Neuilly sur Marne, France) and Bruno 
Sereni (Emmaus Piadena, Italy). They collectively presented the work 
carried out since their election at the August 2007 Strasbourg 
regional assembly at which the council’s work areas were defined. 
They also presented their working method (teleconferences every 
two weeks, training courses run by two council members and 
meeting reports). 
 

 
 

 
Presentation and 

approval of the 2007-
2008 annual accounts 

 

 
Vincent Gall (treasurer) reminded the meeting that the financial situation in 
2007 forced Emmaus Europe to ask the movement for financial support. 
The solidarity displayed by the European groups enabled the region to 
create a working capital. He also thanked the assembly. 
The 2008 financial year was dealt with more comfortably. 
To date, the number of groups paying their membership fee is constantly 
increasing. 
 
Solidarity initiatives more than doubled between 2007 and 2008.  
The meeting was reminded of the different phases of the annual regional 
solidarity programme. The groups were encouraged to tell Emmaus Europe 
about solidarity initiatives that are not part of the European solidarity 
programme. 
 

 
Approval of the 2007 and 2008 annual accounts 
and allocation of all balances as balances carried forward: 
Adopted:  
FOR: 125 
ABSTENTIONS: 3 
AGAINST: 1 
 
The administrators were given full discharge with no conditions for 
their management of the 2007-2008 financial years:  
Adopted:  
FOR: 122 
ABSTENTIONS: 5 
AGAINST: 1 
 

 
Approval of the 
Emmaus Europe 

headquarters change of 
address 

 
The headquarters of Emmaus Europe moved from 183 bis rue Paul Vaillant 
Couturier 94140 Alfortville (France) to 47 avenue de la Résistance 93100 
Montreuil (France) in May 2008. 

 
Approval of the Emmaus Europe headquarters change of address: 
Adopted:  
FOR: 126 
ABSTENTIONS: 3 
AGAINST: 0 
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Discussion about the 
need to appoint auditors 
for the Europe Region 

Jean Rousseau reminded the meeting that the Ouagadougou assembly laid 
down the principle of transparency and internal monitoring via the setting-
up of an audit system with groups either voluntarily requesting an audit, EI 
deciding on an audit or EE requesting one.  
A team of six auditors, who are not elected representatives, so as to 
guarantee their availability, independence and expertise, is therefore 
needed.  
The role takes up around 15 days a year for two or three audits (two days 
with the group and the drafting of the document in the three languages). 
 
Assembly members commented that the audit could be both financial and 
also:   

- Assess whether the movement’s ideas are being coherently applied 
in the group. Does the group practice the principle of solidarity? 
Who takes the decisions? 

- Regarding the running of the group, does the group produce 
meeting reports? 

 
Other participants wondered whether outside auditors should be used, but it 
was agreed that the interpersonal system within Emmaus will enable 
auditors to be trained by those who already have the necessary skills. 
 
All the participants agreed on the need to guarantee the independence of 
the auditors and audits.  
 

This point was not submitted for approval, as it was put on the 
agenda for information purposes only. 
 
 

 
FRIDAY 16 OCTOBER 2009 EVENING SESSION 

 
 
Screening of Welcome, a Philippe Lioret film (France – 2009) 
Simon, a swimming instructor at Calais swimming baths, wants to impress and win back his wife, so he takes the risk of secretly helping a young Kurdish refugee who wants 
to swim across the Channel to the UK. 
Welcome was released in France in March 2009 and the film’s theme immediately appealed to the members of the Regional Council who were meeting in Montreuil (France) 
at that time. Some of them went to watch the film one evening during the meeting and then enthusiastically encouraged the other members to go. The possibility of sharing 
the film with all the European participants of the RAEE was then considered. 
Emmaus Europe contacted the French production company and the French and Belgian distributors in order to obtain authorisation for a screening and to pay for screening 
rights.  
The film was released on DVD in mid-September in the French-speaking world. However, Emmaus Europe obtained a professional French language copy with English 
subtitles.  
Emmaus Europe also invited the director Philippe Lioret to present his film and discuss the situation of migrants in Calais (France). However, as Lioret was involved in a film 
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festival, Emmanuel Courcol, his co-writer, came to Brussels to present the film and discuss the issues with the meeting. 
 

 
SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER 2009 MORNING SESSION 

 
 
Having been told that Jacques Barrot had prepared a video message for the assembly, Louis Michel agreed for the message sent by “his friend Jacques Barrot, who he knows 
well, as he has often worked with him and has on many occasions disagreed with him” to be played before he took the floor. 
 

SPEECH MADE BY JACQUES BARROT 
VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION SINCE 200 4  

AND EUROPEAN COMMISSIONER FOR JUSTICE AND HOME AFFA IRS SINCE APRIL 2008 
See Appendix 3  

 
 

Speech by Louis Michel 
 

A Belgian politician, 
Michel was the 

figurehead of the 
Belgian Mouvement 

Réformateur 
(Reformist Movement) 

and is a member of 
the ALDE Bureau. 

 
An MEP, he became 

European 
Commissioner for 
Development and 
Humanitarian Aid 

during the European 
Parliament’s 2004-2009 

term. 
 

Michel was re-elected in 
2009 and is a member of 
the Committee on Civil 
Liberties, Justice and 

 
Louis Michel thanked Emmaus Europe for inviting him to the assembly, as Emmaus in his view is a key witness to a changing world.  
He explained that before becoming a European commissioner, he was the foreign affairs minister and vice prime minister in two successive 
Belgian governments and that he agreed to stand as a candidate for the post of European commissioner on the condition that he was given the 
resources to take action. 
 
In his view, it is difficult to change the non-governmental approach of Europe, as the member states invent control procedure rules and traps 
which reflect a great deal of mistrust (paternalism and even neo-colonialism towards certain countries). The context, reality and culture of these 
countries are not sufficiently taken into consideration. The following issues were raised:  
 

1) The amount of humanitarian aid  
The self-centredness and selfishness of the governments is a major obstacle.  
For example, the European Commission had to fight almost all of its members to release €1 billion to tackle the food crisis.  
Now that the amounts have been agreed, the challenge is to ensure that the states respect their undertakings. 
 

2) The effectiveness of humanitarian aid  
- €49 billion has been allocated to developing world countries but the funding is implemented based on 28 legislations: the legislations of 

the 27 countries and the EU legislation. 
- A country that receives funding must host a large number of themed delegations (aid missions) which require significant funding and are 

time-consuming. However, over the past four years, this administration has been decentralised: 4,000 European civil servants have been 
tasked with helping the partners on these aid missions. 

- The EU’s development policy is becoming more strategic (see the European green card scheme, controlled immigration) with the other 
dangers that this involves (brain drain). 

- However, it is also more mature and political in the noble sense of the term: it links “development partners” with equal rights.  
- Pan-Africanism is encouraged. Just like the EU, the African Union has a commission, parliament, security council and administration. 
- In particular, there is the European consensus: a framework of common principles within which the EU and its member states each 
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Home Affairs, and a 
substitute member of 

the Committee on 
Development. 

 
He is also the co-

president of the ACP-
EU Joint Parliamentary 

Assembly 
 
 

implement their development policies in a complementary fashion. It is a basis. It enables us to debate different strategy documents, better 
distribute the work and better harmonise European rules. It is leading to a strategic agreement between the beneficiary and donor 
countries which in particular will avoid the countries becoming donor orphans.   
 

3) The cost of the Euro zone 
Out of the €49 billion worth of development aid at European level, only €12 billion goes to the commission with the remaining amount being 
scattered among the development policies of member states. If we did not have the 28 legislations, €7 billion would be saved out of the total 
of €49 billion. The system needs to be better organised. This is the result of the states’ petty desire to preserve independence. 

 
Louis Michel made the following suggestions for the next commission:  

- Conserve and consolidate the political benefits. 
- Consolidate the three criteria (aid volume, aid effectiveness and cost of the Euro zone). 
- Focus on what it does best working with the European consensus.  
- More effectively divide up the work and aid management.  
- Focus on governance resources and infrastructure. 

Governance enables corruption to be tackled and to give the states the capacity to impartially enable equal access to healthcare, 
education, justice and the administration. 
Organising the infrastructure  of a state means making it truly capable of controlling its development. 

 
In a more general sense, the multilateral trade system should be reinforced instead of favouring protectionism. Everyone loses out with 
protectionism, especially poor people. We should encourage a low carbon economy as soon as possible in this crisis period. Development is the 
area that most projects the values of Europe (justice, solidarity and rights, for example). Europe is a force for peace. The region’s power is also 
due to its legislative power: it sets the rules before all the other world powers (food, toy components and mobile phones). It is said that Europe 
is “a humanised form of globalisation on a regional scale” (see Laïdi Zaki, La norme sans la force).  
The Treaty of Lisbon is going to make for a stronger parliament. 
 
Question and answer session between Louis Michel and the Emmaus groups 
 
An Emmaus representative 

1) Type of aid: the amount of funding being allocated to social programmes has been cut. 
2) Percentage allocated to governance: these percentages are set based on governance profiles and citizens are not involved in the 
discussions.  
3) How can effective and well-organised aid be ensured? (See the impact of European fishing regulations on the economy of Mauritania). 
4) Development aid is based on extra-budgetary mechanisms and is therefore not subject to parliamentary control. 
5) Europe’s security vision is ineffective: should we perhaps concentrate on a system of free movement like in Africa due to this generalised 
failure? 

 
Louis Michel:  

1) Aid is channelled in three ways: project funding, general budgetary funding and sectoral funding. 10% of the funding allocated during his 
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mandate was for civil society. 
2) The European Development Fund (EDF) is not a standard EU budget. It is “debudgetised”. There is therefore no parliamentary control. 

On the other hand, it is more effective. 
3) He agreed with the views expressed on migration policies and confirmed that these repressive policies are a mistake. 
 

An Emmaus representative  
The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) has enabled food sovereignty, has enabled farms to retain some of their family feel and has encouraged 
the development of food standards. However, it is also expensive. How much does a European cow receive every year? 
 
Louis Michel rounded off his intervention and proposed continuing the discussion over a coffee wearing his MEP’s hat (2009-2013 term). He 
also showed them the book that he authored: Afrique-Europe : l'indispensable alliance (European Commission, 2007). 
 

 
Feedback on the 

European Parliament 
discussion 

 
Xavier Vandroome (a member of the Regional Executive) summarised the discussions at the European Parliament (visit on Friday 16 October 
AM) for the members of the Regional Assembly. 
 
Please refer to appendices 1 and 2 for a detailed overview of these discussions. 

 
Workshops 

 

 
The participants signed up during the previous day and spent 90 minutes during the morning session and three hours during the afternoon session 
in the workshops. The Involving and raising the awareness of European young people in the groups workshop was the only one of seven 
workshops not to be run due to a lack of volunteers. 

 
Theme 1: Poverty and immigration 
1.1  Solidarity in practice via the European collectives 
1.2 Sharing experiences of work with migrants 

 
Theme 2: Sustainable development and the alternative economy 
2.1 Emmaus - an alternative to the crisis? 
2.2 60 years of sustainable development, but are we aware of it? 

 
Theme 3: Policy and strategy 
3.1 How to encourage empowerment in the communities. 
3.2 Involving and raising the awareness of European young people in the groups. 
3.3 How to challenge European and local politicians 
 

 
SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER 2009 AFTERNOON SESSION 
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2pm – 3pm: Team 
games and social session 

The members of the assembly met up in the grounds to play some open air games (petanque and skittles) and to relax and socialise, with the 
session being led by Yves Dosimont. 
 

 
POINT ON THE 

AGENDA 

 
DEBATE  

 
DECISIONS 

 
 

14h00-15h00 :  
Joint meeting of the 
European Romania, 

Bosnia, Poland / 
Ukraine and Migration 
and Human Trafficking 

Collectives 

 
The session was led by the members of the Regional Executive of Emmaus 
Europe: Julio de La Granja (president), Vincent Gall (Romania Collective 
contact person), Willi Does (Poland / Ukraine Collective contact person), 
Alain Capmas (member of the Regional Executive) and Eddy Thoreau 
(Bosnia Collective contact person). 
 
Following the March 2009 RCEE invitation, Ona Gustiene and Giedre 
Blazyte from the Missing Persons’ Families Support center (Vilnius, 
Lithuania) presented the centre’s initiatives, which were supported in 2008 
and 2009 by the European Emmaus groups, to prevent risks such as 
trafficking, abuse and social exclusion. 
 
Romania Collective: The contact person went over the history of the 
collective and explained the areas in which it has worked. He gave a 
progress report on the plan initiatives. A discussion on how to run the 
Romania Collective over the coming years took place. 
 
Poland / Ukraine Collective: The contact person reminded the meeting that 
its members meet twice a year to discuss the various issues. He went over 
the collective’s main objectives:  
− Resolve the communities’ accommodation problems. 
− Generate regular income through the companions’ work. 
− Establish a good relationship with the collective partners. 
− Provide the materials needed by the groups in a transparent fashion 

(containers). 
−  Political activities / civil rights initiatives in Ukraine.  
 
Bosnia Collective: The collective has met three times since the Strasbourg 
Regional Assembly and in particular addresses issues relating to the goods 
convoys, the annual youth camp, continuing to tackle human trafficking 
and the development of the Srebrenica community service centre.  
 
The migration and human trafficking collective: 
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The collective mainly focused on projects and events supporting migrants’ 
rights in 2008 and 2009. However, it is important to note that migration 
and human trafficking are intrinsically linked, with migration initiatives 
contributing to the fight against human trafficking. 
  

 
Workshops 

 

 
The participants returned to their workshops to continue their discussions and work. 
 

 
SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER 2009 EVENING SESSION 

 
 
Dinner at Emmaus La 

Poudrière 

 
Emmaus La Poudrière provided dinner for all the assembly participants. Julio de La Granja presented the history of the community and its work 
and on behalf of the community's members invited the participants to enjoy dinner in a sociable atmosphere. Jacques Devos spoke about Emmaus 
Europe’s political challenges. 
 

 
SUNDAY 18 OCTOBER 2009 MORNING SESSION 

 
 

Speech by Christophe 
Deltombe, President of 

Emmaus France 
 

 
Christophe Deltombe, president of Emmaus France, presented upcoming important dates and invited everyone to attend the Emmaus Movement’s 
60th anniversary celebrations on Friday 30 October 2009. The movement is putting on a day of meetings and celebrations at the Paris Zenith 
(France) for which there are still tickets available. 
 

 
POINT ON THE 

AGENDA 

 
DEBATE  

 
DECISIONS 

 
 

Follow-up to the 
October 2008 Lisbon 

international work camp 
on sustainable 
development 

 
The European members of the WCTNG presented the audit pack produced 
following the October 2008 Lisbon international work camp on sustainable 
development. The audit pack comprises a booklet and a film, 33 minutes 
durables.  
The film was shown. The meeting then discussed the film.  
The world council members opened the debate by stressing the educational 
nature of the initiative, the importance of exchanging practice and the 
desire to motivate the groups to carry out audits. The audit pack was sent to 
all the Emmaus groups. 
 
Comments made by the assembly: 
- Some participants said that the film did not show the companions’ 
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involvement in the project nor the organisers’ assessment of the project.  
- Another participant wondered about the use of treatment products on 
wooden pallets that are used to manufacture chalets.  
 
The Emmaus International secretariat explained that the audit did involve a 
session with the companions. 
 
The world council members talked about their encouraging recent visit to 
the Emmaus group in Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso) where they carried out 
an audit. They said that they are available to help groups set up audits and 
to answer any questions. They also referred participants to the list of 
contacts in the document to enable people to discuss technical issues and 
share good ideas. 
 

 
Election of  

three councillors of 
Emmaus International 
and one World Council 
on Political Action and 
International Solidarity 

member 

 
Gianni Belletti (Comunita Emmaus Ferrara, Italy), Simon Grainge 
(Emmaus Cambridge, UK) and Robert Jansson (Emmaus Åland, Finland) 
were the candidates for the posts of EI councillors. They each introduced 
themselves and explained why they were standing for election. 
 
Margaret Tuccori (Brighton, UK) was the only candidate for the post of 
WCPAIS member. She also introduced herself and explained why she was 
standing for election.  
 
A secret vote was held. The Emmaus Europe Secretariat immediately 
counted the votes and the results were announced. 
  

 
The following EI councillors were elected:  
Gianni Belletti: 114 votes 
Simon Grainge: 105 votes 
Robert Jansson: 95 votes 
 
The following World Council on Political Action and 
International Solidarity member was elected:  
Margaret Tuccori: 112 votes 
 
 

 
Feedback on the 

conclusions of the 
workshops 

 
Theme 1: Poverty and immigration 
Theme 1.1: Solidarity in practice via the European collectives 
The proposals made by the workshop for Theme 1.1 were submitted for 
approval. 
 

 
Approval of the proposals made by the workshop for Theme 1.1. 
Adopted:  
FOR: 108 
ABSTENTIONS: 3 
AGAINST: 2 
 
Please see Appendix 4 – Theme 1.1 of the Motions document to find 
out about the content of the proposals.  

 
Theme 1: Poverty and immigration 
Theme 1.2: Sharing experiences of work with migrants. 
The proposals made by the workshop for Theme 1.2 were submitted for 

 
Approval of the proposals made by the workshop for Theme 1.2. 
Adopted:  
FOR: 112 
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approval. ABSTENTIONS: 3 
AGAINST: 0 
 
Please see Appendix 4 - Theme 1.2 of the Motions document to find 
out about the content of the proposals. 

 
 

 
Theme 2: Sustainable development and the alternative economy 
Theme 2.1: Emmaus - an alternative to the crisis. 
The proposals made by the workshop for Theme 2.1 were submitted for 
approval. 

 
Approval of the proposals made by the workshop for Theme 2.1. 
Adopted:  
FOR: 108 
ABSTENTIONS: 4 
AGAINST: 0 
 
Please see Appendix 4 - Theme 2.1 of the Motions document to find 
out about the content of the proposals. 

 
Theme 2: Sustainable development and the alternative economy 
Theme 2.2: 60 years of sustainable development, but are we aware of 
it? 
The proposals made by the workshop for Theme 2.2 were submitted for 
approval. 

 
Approval of the proposals made by the workshop for Theme 2.2. 
Adopted:  
FOR: 111 
ABSTENTIONS: 1 
AGAINST: 1 
 
Please see Appendix 4 - Theme 2.2 of the Motions document to find 
out about the content of the proposals. 

 
Theme 3: Policy and strategy 
Theme 3.1: How to encourage empowerment in the communities 
The proposals made by the workshop for Theme 3.1 were submitted for 
approval. 

 
Approval of the proposals made by the workshop for Theme 3.1. 
Adopted:  
FOR: 111 
ABSTENTIONS: 7 
AGAINST: 0 
 
Please see Appendix 4 - Theme 3.1 of the Motions document to find 
out about the content of the proposals. 

 
Theme 3: Policy and strategy 
Theme 3.3: How should we question local elected representatives? 
The proposals made by the workshop for Theme 3.3 were submitted for 
approval, including the proposal to form a working group. 

 
Approval of the proposals made by the workshop for Theme 3.3, 
including the proposal to form a working group.  
Adopted:  
FOR: 103 
ABSTENTIONS: 3 
AGAINST: 1 
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Please see Appendix 4 - Theme 3.3 of the Motions document to find 
out about the content of the proposals. 

 
Theme 3: Policy and strategy 
Theme 3.2: Involving and raising the awareness of European young 
people in the groups 
As the group did not meet, the regional assembly had to decide whether to 
give a mandate to the Regional Council to work on the issue together with 
the European members of the World Council on Training and New 
Generations. 

 
Approval of the Regional Council mandate to work on the issue 
together with the European members of the World Council on 
Training and New Generations. 
Adopted:  
FOR: 102 
ABSTENTIONS: 1 
AGAINST: 0 
 
See Appendix 4 - Theme 3.2 of the Motions document. 

 
In the light of the proposals made by the workshops and the increased 
resources that they require, the Regional Assembly had to decide whether 
to give the Regional Executive a mandate to present annual budgets for the 
2010-2011 work areas to the Regional Council so that the council can vote 
on them. 

 
Approval of the Regional Executive mandate to present and get the 
Regional Council to vote on the 2010-2011 annual budgets for the 
work areas decided upon based on the conclusions and proposals 
from the workshops and the general debate during the plenary 
session. 
Adopted:  
FOR: 93 
ABSTENTIONS: 3 
AGAINST: 0 

 
Presentation of the logo 

being proposed by 
Emmaus International 
for the Europe Region 

 
Jean Rousseau explained that the discussion was taking place against a 
backdrop of Emmaus International working on its general internal and 
external communications policy. The EI logo has been jazzed up and can 
now be used by everyone and can complement local or national 
organisation logos.  
EI is proposing that the logo is used by regions with the name of the region 
and a colour; America has chosen red, Africa blue and Asia green. Orange 
would be the colour for Europe. 
 
The Regional Assembly was asked to take a decision on the proposal of the 
customised EI logo for Emmaus Europe bearing the region's name and 
using orange. 
 

 
The proposal of the customised EI logo for Emmaus Europe bearing 
the region's name and using orange was approved. 
Adopted:  
FOR: 76 
ABSTENTIONS: 17 
AGAINST: 0 
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Closing session 

 
Yves Dosimont, the meeting moderator, expressed his delight at the quality 
of the regional assembly and highlighted its efficiency and humanity. He 
said that this augurs well for the future of the Europe Region. 
 
Julio de La Granja stated that the mandate of the EI councillors elected by 
the assembly will run until the next EI World Assembly in 2011. Other 
elected representatives will also reach the end of their term of office at that 
point. It is therefore important to start drumming up support straightaway 
so that people can take over these roles. 
 
He finished by thanking Yves Dosimont, the interpreters and meeting 
coordinators, the Association Emmaüs de Paris, represented by Xavier 
Vandromme and Jean-Louis Paumet, the interns and volunteers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
All the items on the agenda having been dealt with, the chairman adjourned the meeting. 
 
Julio de la Granja            Willi Does 
President of Emmaus Europe           Secretary of Emmaus Europe 
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EMMAUS EUROPE 
 

Friday 16 October 2009 (morning session) 
 

Appendix 1 to the Minutes of the Regional Assembly of Emmaus Europe (RAEE) 
16–18 October 2009 – Brussels, Belgium 

 
EMMAUS EUROPE AT THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

 
PRESENTATION OF THE EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS BY JEAN-C LAUDE THOMAS 

 
 

 
 
Speaker 
 

Jean-Claude Thomas:  
Member of staff at the DG Communication at the European Parliament. 
 
Present:  
 

Jean Rousseau, President of Emmaus International. 
Julio de la Granja, President of Emmaus Europe. 
 
Moderator:   
 

Alain Capmas, member of the Regional Executive of Emmaus Europe. 
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I/ 10.30 - 11.15am: General presentation of the European institutions by Jean-Claude Thomas 
 
Jean-Claude Thomas expressed his satisfaction that Emmaus Europe was visiting the parliament enabling debate with the European institutions and citizens’ 
lack of knowledge of the institutions to be gauged. He said that this is a great responsibility. 
 
There are two types of rules:  

- The written rules  
Europe is not a federal institution. 
The European Commission has some devolved powers and can therefore make proposals.  
During the 1980s, the EU’s legislative power increased which led to this power being shared with the European Parliament. The option of using a codecision 
procedure for adopting European legislation is now established.  
The European Union is therefore a union of citizens and states. 

- The unwritten rules are harder to understand; in this case they cover the hidden face of how the European institutions are run and are the "who does 
what". 

It is important that the European Parliament demonstrates its capacity to generate proposals when preparing for the near future. 
 
Regarding Emmaus Europe’s open letter to the MEPs and the request for the “returns” directive, adopted by the European Parliament, to be withdrawn: 

- EE is denouncing the lack of European policy whereas the parliament itself considers the adoption of this directive to be an example of common 
European policy. 

- With regard to migration, the range of situations in the different European countries must be taken into account (a drop in migration in some countries, 
different procedures for managing illegal immigration, range of political groups).  

Regarding the prospect of a social Europe: 
- The idea that the market can resolve all problems has run out of steam with the crisis heralding the end of neoliberalism.  
- Social issues will continue to be tackled at national level: which issues should be dealt with at European level?  
- European priorities: environment, energy, defence and external relations? 
- If progress towards a social Europe was made, prior work leading to an agreement on the content and running between all the countries would be 

needed. 
 
II/ 11.15 – 11.35am: Question / answer session between Jean-Claude Thomas and the European Emmaus groups 
An Emmaus representative: How do you think that groups such as Emmaus could work with the institutions to drive forward the ideas that they convey? 
J-CT: When calling for a bill or law to be withdrawn (for example, the returns directive), it is useful for the MEPs to be given a proposal, i.e. a position and 
information with which they can negotiate. The MEPs need contacts and lobbyists. Emmaus has a strong theme, which is acknowledged and supported by the 
parliament, which is willing, with its new powers, to listen to it. 
 
An Emmaus representative: Is there a moral authority that monitors the laws in the same way as we have a charter guarding the Emmaus values in our 
organisation?  
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J-CT:  The EU’s citizens are its moral authority. The common values that bring us together and identify the EU are listed in the draft constitution and the Treaty 
of Lisbon. 

 
An Emmaus representative: The development of a social Europe is taking time and is not a priority for the EU. In Finland, social issues are championed in 
politics by women. There seems to be a link between the number of women in the European Parliament and the emphasis put on social issues. 
J-CT:  There are a large number of women in the European Parliament and the women work in particular on special issues. We need to reflect on what needs to 
be done with regard to the role of women at national and European level. 

 
An Emmaus representative: It is shocking to hear as we have today that there are no shanty towns in Europe. There are some highly unstable living 
conditions in Europe. 
J-CT:  In general, the situation is more dramatic in the rest of the world than in Europe. There is a real discussion about the future in Europe. 

 
An Emmaus representative: The real issue here, forgetting all the talk, is that there are needy people who cannot afford to wait. 
J-CT:  The European Parliament has made an undertaking on poverty. In particular, it adopted a directive on sending food but external funding cannot be the 
only solution. Work has progressed and the debate has developed leading to a link between external and internal aid. Hundreds of people have come out of 
poverty over the past 10 to 20 years.  
 
III/ 11.35 – 11.45am: Visit to the parliament chamber 
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EMMAUS EUROPE 
 

Friday 16 October 2009 (morning session) 
 

Appendix 2 to the Minutes of the Regional Assembly of Emmaus Europe (RAEE) 
16–18 October 2009 – Brussels, Belgium 

 
EMMAUS EUROPE AT THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

 

ROUNDTABLE 
Speakers 
 

MEPs 
 

Niccolo Rinaldi: 
Vice-president of the group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE).  
Member of the International Trade Committee.  
Substitute member of the Committee on Development and the Subcommittee on Human Rights. 
 

Karima Delli :  
Member of The Greens / European Free Alliance 
Member of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs. 
 

Parliamentary assistants 
 

Sophie Flores:  
MEP Harlem Désir’s parliamentary assistant (Party of European Socialists, PES). 
Harlem Désir is the vice-president of the PES parliamentary group, a member of the Committee on 
Employment and Social Affairs, a substitute member of the Committee on International Trade and a 
substitute member of the ACP (Africa, Caribbean and Pacific) Joint Parliamentary Assembly. 
 

Lucie Barreira :  
MEP Sylvie Guillaume’s parliamentary assistant (Party of European Socialists - PES). 
Sylvie Guillaume is a member of the Committee on Civil Liberties and a substitute member of the 
Committee on Constitutional Affairs and the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality. 
 

Present: 
 

Jean Rousseau, President of Emmaus International 
Julio de la Granja, President of Emmaus Europe 
 

Moderator:   
 

Alain Capmas, member of the Regional Executive of Emmaus Europe. 
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11.45am: the European groups returned to the room to take part in a roundtable with MEPs. 
 
Jean Rousseau presented the international Emmaus Movement, its work and priority issues. He stressed that Emmaus is a unique organisation. He also 
reminded those present that Abbé Pierre was an MP. 
 
Julio de La Granja presented the European Emmaus groups and showed how they are distributed throughout the region. He also listed Emmaus Europe’s 
work areas. 
  
Niccolo Rinaldi: The issues that lead to an electoral consensus are often the ones addressed in politics. As the issue of the poorest members of society does not 
lead to a consensus, their voice is rarely heard. In addition, the poorest members of society find it difficult to access parliamentary democracy and politics in 
general with these remaining a mystery to them. The relationship and debate between the poorest members of society and politicians is therefore not simple. A 
feeling of fraternity should prevail in our policy covering the poorest members of society. However, this feeling comes into conflict with recurrent theories (e.g. 
migration has always existed (see campaigns) and there is a certain feeling of inevitability about poverty in European society). 
Europe has a long history of poverty which is part of its roots and this should be part of the EU’s identity. There is a need to affirm the principle of combating 
poverty to stop our own poverty from being forgotten. There will never be true prosperity if Europe does not make a commitment to the underprivileged. 
However, no commitments have been put forward and people do not want to deal with the awkward situation at our borders: the vast majority of the poor in 
Europe are not actually European citizens but migrants. 
He focused on three points from Emmaus Europe’s open letter: 

- It is difficult to fight against the bureaucracy and bureaucratisation of aid instruments and initiatives.  
- There is a need to form networks like Emmaus and for coordinated and focused efforts (e.g. joint groups in the European Parliament). 
- 2010 will be the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion. 

He also referred to: 
- The media, which acts as a stimulus for the political class and raises the awareness of the population, even if it does tend to dwell on the sordid aspects 

when talking about the fight against poverty. 
- The education system, in particular the public education system, which must foster integration, mobility and social inclusion. 

 
Karima Delli: Feels particularly concerned by the issues raised in the open letter to the MEPs. 
Europe is being hit by a global crisis. The major root causes of the crisis are the race to make instant profits and achieve short-term profitability leaving aside 
the essential values of solidarity, sharing and respect for others irrespective of cultural and social differences.  
Hard-line governments must be opposed by hard-line citizen action. We must fight in order to: 

- Reject fortress Europe and make Europe a place that welcomes migrants.  
- Abolish the quotas and detention centres. 
- Repeal the “outrageous directive” – the Returns directive. 
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- Fill the gaps in the law by creating a status for people who can not be excluded (e.g. climate refugees).  
- Plan for an international status. 

The current crisis is generating instability to the detriment of quality of life, the environment, sharing of wealth and social links. She is calling for a social and 
supportive Europe. The EU signed the Charter of Fundamental Rights and therefore has responsibilities. However, there are 78 million poor people in Europe 
and over 1 billion people living in substandard housing. All their rights are successively flouted if they do not have adequate housing. They should be European 
priorities championed by reports and lobbying encouraged by public opinion. There are solutions to these problems and ideas should be compared. 
 
Sophie Flores: The social economy, the solidarity economy and the issue of housing are priority topics for the Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists 
and Democrats in the European Parliament. The group works on these issues specifically through own-initiative reports and joint groups (e.g. Anne Ferreira). 
 
Lucie Barreira:  In 1999, people were very ambitious about creating a European area with a reception policy. However, modern-day Europe is now fortress 
Europe with a remit to deport migrants without giving them international protection. The main issues to be addressed are migration, in particular asylum, and 
monitoring the returns directive. There is a need to form a pressure group in order to balance out rights in favour of migrants due to the reinforcement of right-
wing government and policy. The context is hostile but there is the opportunity to make progress in this area. 
 
An Emmaus representative Famine and poverty have been major issues since the 1970s. One of the ways of tackling poverty is to share out wealth more 
equally. Emmaus offers sharing as an alternative to poverty. Is someone in the parliament willing to challenge growth which favours the rich? 
Niccolo Rinaldi: This is a delicate issue. There is a need to be prudent if we are to fight against the growth of the world because this goes beyond the scope of 
action of the EU. Easy solutions are not the answer, instead we need concrete proposals.  
 
Jean Rousseau: We are worried about the fact that Europe is taking decisions that go against its own values. There is a need to restore the aims and values of 
Europe, particularly openness to the world. We put pressure on when the returns directive was being adopted but there was no response from the MEPs. 
Politicians are weak. We invite you to listen to the organisations working at grassroots level, to listen to the citizens of Europe and to read reports such as the 
recent UNESCO report. 
 
Karima Delli: Politicians must be courageous when faced with harmful policies such as the returns directive. We must awaken politicians. The social 
movement must come to the parliament and the MEPs must go out into the community. 
 
Lucie Barreira:  It is important to work with the grassroots so that we can take decisions. In the case of the “returns” directive, there was a lot of dialogue with 
organisations and the members of the Commission on Civil Liberties travelled to the different areas but this was not enough as the national factors were 
significant.  
 
Niccolo Rinaldi: We must be aware that the power struggle is not favourable, specifically with regard to the national and European right-wing majorities.  
However, governments are not responsible for the issue; instead society is responsible, there is collective responsibility in this case. We need to affirm the 
founding principles of the EU, in order to do this we need more Europe and a Europe which is loved by its citizens from all backgrounds. The Treaty of Lisbon 
and the Charter of Fundamental Rights have a legal value that can make member states face up to these fundamental values. 
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Sophie Flores: The Party of European Socialists has rallied round to lobby the authorities and call for real control of the financial markets. 
The idea of holding a consultation on the region’s fundamental values is emerging; a people’s referendum on the values of Europe.  
 
Karima Delli: European citizens are sceptical about Europe, its proposals and solutions. We need to make strong claims to really bring Europe alive. 
 
 
1.15pm: the European groups left the room in which Emmaus Europe gained a better grasp 
of the European institutions and above all made its voice heard. 
The session at the parliament enabled Emmaus Europe to mark its presence on the European 
political stage. 
 
The yellow Emmaus On peut refaire le monde bus was parked in Place du Luxembourg in 
front of the European Parliament throughout the morning. 
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EMMAUS EUROPE 
 

Saturday 17 October 2009 (morning session) 
 

Appendix 3 to the Minutes of the Regional Assembly of Emmaus Europe (RAEE) 
 16–18 October 2009 – Brussels, Belgium  

 
 

SPEECH MADE BY JACQUES BARROT 
 
 

A French politician, 
Barrot was a minister and general secretary of the Centre des Démocrates Sociaux, a component of the UDF, and was one of 
the leading figures of the Christian Democracy movement in France for a long time. 
He has been vice-president of the European Commission since 2004.  
Barrot initially held a remit for transport and sin ce April 2008 has been the European Justice and Home Affairs 
Commissioner.  
 
 
 
Dear friends from Emmaus Europe, 
 
I am very sorry that I am unable to join you today. I wish to send you a message of thanks, encouragement and hope. I congratulate the Emmaus movement on the 
considerable work that it does helping the disadvantaged and victims of social exclusion. The European Commission is well aware of the key role played by civil society 
stakeholders, associations and NGOs. You fight on a daily basis at grassroots level to help those who have been rejected by society, support them and restore the hope that 
they have often lost.  
 
I firstly wish to tell you just how aware the European Commission is of the need for the EU to step up its work to promote respect for fundamental rights. 
We should never forget that respect for human rights is the basis for European development. Both the EU’s legislation and its application by member states must be beyond 
reproach. The Treaty of Lisbon, which will make the Charter of Fundamental Rights legally binding, will help us.  
 
I am convinced that your involvement in drawing up policies on immigration and asylum is crucial. 
I consider Emmaus Europe to be one of the most credible and active civil society groups in this area. 
We must continue to work together to implement fair and effective policies that fully respect human dignity. 
Your knowledge of the grassroots situation should help the national and European institutions to gain a better grasp of the complexities of migration and asylum. 
 
That is why I am encouraging you to take part in the public consultations about new initiatives which are regularly run by the European Commission. 
In addition, the presence of the Emmaus Movement in many member states is a very useful asset for us, as you can inform us about how community laws are being 
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implemented. We need your feedback from the grassroots. 
 
With regard to asylum, I am fighting, with the active support of the European Parliament, to break down the wall of selfishness of some member states. We must bring alive a 
vision and common management of the right of asylum in Europe that combines better reception and integration conditions, the harmonisation of asylum procedures and the 
classification of asylum seeker protection measures. Solidarity between member states making for an equal distribution of refugees throughout Europe is a vital component 
that should of course not be forgotten. 
Asylum is a moral duty for Europe and those who are persecuted cannot be received with a lukewarm attitude and conflicting opinions. The same applies to respect for human 
beings and their dignity, the cornerstone of the Stockholm 2010-2014 programme for the area of justice, freedom and security. 
 
The December European Council meeting should adopt this programme; its priority work areas include the implementation of an ambitious strategy for respecting the rights 
of children, with a particular focus on tackling violence against the most vulnerable children, particularly victims of trafficking. 
The fight against child pornography is also one of my major concerns. I am also working actively to prepare an action plan for non-accompanied child migrants. 
The upcoming Spanish presidency of the EU is well aware of this major problem. 
 
Through the examples of asylum and children, I wanted to demonstrate to you that I am devoting all my energy to building a Europe founded on solidarity to combat the 
automatic rejection and selfishness which may be exacerbated by the crisis. The aim is to make Europe an area in which the most fragile members of society will be protected 
from threats. 
The way in which the EU grasps the issue of refugees and addresses the problem of child protection demonstrates the way in which Europeans honour their own founding 
values: respect for human dignity, tolerance and freedom. The principles upon which the EU was founded are at stake and this is also the example that we should set to the 
world. 
 
Thank you to all of you for your unfailing commitment. We know that we can count on you. 
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Theme 1.1: Poverty / Immigration
Solidarity in practice via the European collectives

 There is a need to better define a collective: a group of partners who
share the same vision.

 A greater political role for Emmaus Europe, especially with Eastern
Europe.

 Increased participation and more information for all those involved in
Emmaus.
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Theme 1.2: Poverty /Immigration
Sharing experiences of work with migrants 

 A proposal on how the migration collective should work:
a contact person from every country interested in the issue. Meeting date: 10 or
11 February in Coventry (UK) with four new members.

Working with the secretariat:
Collect existing information (including from Emmaus France).
Collect information from the Emmaus International questionnaire on the causes of
migration and experience within the movement.
→ Compare national legislation on migrants.
→ Focus on asylum seekers. Work on next year.

 Identify partners working with the groups, countries and at European level.
Select partners for the collective.

 Challenge politicians with a human rights based approach.
→ The collective will choose any lobbying resources.
→ Set a communications strategy which will be in line with the political strategy.
→ The issue of human trafficking will be discussed at the next meeting.
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Theme 2.1: Sustainable development /
The alternative economy

Emmaus - an alternative to the crisis? 
A review of good practice highlighting a paradox: over-consumption provides 
us with our work. We are not as pure as we think!

 Develop an environmental audit in order to highlight good practice. Desire 
for training on the issue.

 A desire for training and debate on the issue, particularly to give a concrete 
meaning to the term “uneconomic growth”, which did not seem to be 

understood at Sarajevo, by defining our approach. Likewise, the concept of 
sustainable development is not understood in the same way.

 Strengthen our identity and conduct ourselves in an exemplary fashion in 
order to change things around us:
→ Waste
→ Heating 

→ Mod cons (TV subscriptions etc.)
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Theme 2.2:Sustainable development /
The alternative economy

60 years of sustainable development, but are we aware of it?

Yes! Similar conclusions to the previous group:

Definitions of sustainable development and the situation of the groups in its different 
dimensions. Reuse and recycling are our strong points. 
We must focus on this point.
Consumption is about weakness and consuming more. We must seek to consume in 
an alternative way and focus on moderation and even a reduction.

The two key points:
 Practical aspects: ways of improving recycling and reuse via training.
Communication at several levels: 
→ within our groups, between groups and with other networks working on the same 

level.
→ With clients and donors.

→ There is therefore a need for training so we can learn how to communicate. 

Everyone needs help to be more effective.

We are both good and bad at sharing! A sustainable development collective could be 
created.
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Theme 3.1: Policy and strategy
How to encourage empowerment in the communities

Empowerment is a difficult term as it is untranslatable: it is important to have a 
definition of what the term means.
Each of the participants told the group about a time when they had experienced 
it.
Improvements following empowerment were discussed.
 Look into how Emmaus Europe could promote empowerment.
Incorporate empowerment into group plans.

Give companions more independence and responsibility.
Set up a mentoring system for all group members to contribute to the process. 

 Encourage companions to participate in board meetings.
Ask EE RA participants to pass on this policy.

 Encourage companion exchanges, further include them in the Emmaus Europe 
processes and in the life of the movement.

 Set up a monitoring unit to find out what is happening in other countries and 
act as a link with the European institutions.
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Theme 3.2: Policy and strategy
How to challenge European and local politicians ?

The three discussion groups tackled the issue in the same way:
Definition of the term “political”. All the participants rejected the term 

“apolitical” because Emmaus is a political movement. Criteria for this work:

→ The groups must convey the same ideas on the issues being addressed.

Be clear and credible.
→ List the issues: sustainable development, uneconomic growth, migration 

and excessive debt. 
→ Get to know each other better and gain a better understanding of EE, EI, 

the issues at stake and roles.

 Produce a DVD showing what the Emmaus Europe groups do.

 European salons, such as the Turin Salon, to be held in other countries 
to bring people together.

 Create a working group to focus on the issues at European level in order 
to initiate a dialogue with the European Parliament.
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Theme 3.3: Policy and strategy
Involving and raising the awareness of 
European young people in the groups

The group did not meet due to a lack of volunteers.

The Regional Assembly is asking the Regional Council to define the 
political importance of this area and produce concrete proposals for 
the World Council on Training and New Generations.
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EE 2009 RA:
2010 – 2011 work areas

What does all this additional work mean in practice?

The proposals made by the working groups involve:

An increase in coordination initiatives.

The creation and running of an additional collective, see 2.

The creation of a working group to interact with the European 
institutions.

The RAEE gives the Regional Executive a mandate to present the 
corresponding annual budgets to the RCEE so that the council can vote 
on them.
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